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Elohim [God] Our Creator-Part 1

By Yirmeyah Tan, Shabbat, 6 December 2019

Text

ESV Ps 139 O Lord, you have searched me and known me!
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;

you discern my thoughts from afar.
3 You search out my path and my lying down

and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,

behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.
5 You hem me in, behind and before,

and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

it is high; I cannot attain it.

7 Where shall I go from your Spirit?
Or where shall I flee from your presence?

8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there!
If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!

9 If I take the wings of the morning
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

10 even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me.

11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light about me be night,”

12 even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is bright as the day,
for darkness is as light with you.

13 For you formed my inward parts;
you knitted me together in my mother's womb.

14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;

my soul knows it very well.
15 My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,

intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance;
in your book were written, every one of them,

the days that were formed for me,
when as yet there was none of them.

17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!

18 If I would count them, they are more than the sand.
I awake, and I am still with you.
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19 Oh that you would slay the wicked, O God!
O men of blood depart from me!

20 They speak against you with malicious intent;
your enemies take your name in vain.

21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord?
And do I not loathe those who rise up against you?

22 I hate them with complete hatred;
I count them my enemies.

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart!
Try me and know my thoughts!

24 And see if there be any grievous way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting!

I. What Elohim Knows About Us

a. Our physical actions: when we sit down or rise up
b. Our thoughts
c. Knows all about our ways [behaviour]
d. Our words, even before we utter them

II. His Omnipresence

a. In Heaven
b. In hell [Sheol]
c. In the midst of the oceans
d. In darkness

III. Our Maker

a. Knew us as unformed substance: mere atoms
b. Ordained our days
c. Made us in secret in the depths of the earth
d. Formed our inward parts in our mother’s womb
e. Knitted us together in the womb
f. Enabled our birth:

KJV Psa 71:6 By thee have I been holden up from the womb: thou art he that took
me out of my mother's bowels: my praise shall be continually of thee.

ESV Upon you I have leaned from before my birth;
you are he who took me from my mother's womb.

My praise is continually of you.

g. Our dependence on Him even before birth and since then
h. His thoughts towards us are innumerable and precious

IV. Slay the Wicked
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Note: The Psalmist asks Elohim to kill the wicked. Better make sure you are
walking righteously before you agree:

KJV Isa 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him;
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

a. We are wicked when we walk in our own ways
b. We are unrighteous when our thoughts differ from His
c. We need to repent [turn back to Him] in order to experience mercy

V. Hate his Enemies

Note: many preachers say: ‘hate the sin but love the sinner’

a. Elohim hates sinners [unrepentant wicked]

KJV Psa 5:4 For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: neither shall
evil dwell with thee.
Psa 5:5 The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity.

Psa 11:4 The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD'S throne is in heaven: his eyes
behold, his eyelids try, the children of men.
Psa 11:5 The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth
violence his soul hateth.
Psa 11:6 Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an
horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup.

Psa 10:3 For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, and blesseth the covetous,
whom the LORD abhorreth.

b. Hate the sin but love the sinner?

KJV Psa 26:5 I have hated the congregation of evil doers; and will not sit with
the wicked.

Psa 31:6 I have hated them that regard lying vanities: but I trust in the LORD.

Psa 139:21 Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved
with those that rise up against thee?
Psa 139:22 I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies.

VI. Search Me

KJV Jer 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:
who can know it?
Jer 17:10 I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man
according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.
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VII. A New Heart

KJV Psa 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit
within me.
Psa 51:11 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from
me.
Psa 51:12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free
spirit.
Psa 51:13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be
converted unto thee.

a. We need a clean heart, new spirit [born from above, via the Holy Spirit]
b. We need the Holy Spirit to uphold us, to give us joy
c. Only then can we teach others and convert them


