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Persecution?
Bro. Ronald Khoo, Shabbat, 29th August 2020
Mat 24:5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall
deceive many.
Mat 24:6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.
Mat 24:7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom:
and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.
Mat 24:8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.
Mat 24:9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and
ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.
1) Persecution of the early church
2) What can we expect in these end times?
3) How should we react in face of persecution?
Persecution of the early church

Early Christians
-

The early Christians lived within the Roman
empire.

-

The Roman’s were tolerant of other faiths.
They rarely demand full loyalty to the
traditional Roman religion or gods. In fact they
typically allow people to continue with worship
of their own gods in their own way.

-

So why were the Christians persecuted?
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Map of Rome 117AD
-

What could serve as a bond to hold it together
– The Emperor.

-

The Roman’s concept of religion was different
in the old pagan world – it was filled with
many gods; there was no particular notion that
ones’s belief precluded the beliefs of others
(Polytheistic)

-

The Romans did not have issues with which
gods people choose to worship; however they
did insist on certain reveraence for their gods
and as the empire switched to autocracy, the
need to reverence the emperor.

-

The Jews and later the Christians, however
introduced the notion of a restricted religion
that excluded the belief of others
(Monotheistic)

The current (end?) times

Persecutions as forewarn and how are we to react in the face of persecutions?
2Ti 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
2Ti 3:2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
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2Ti 3:3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good,
2Ti 3:4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
2Ti 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn
away.
2Ti 3:6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly
women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,
2Ti 3:7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
2Ti 3:8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the
truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.
2Ti 3:9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all
men, as theirs also was.
2Ti 3:10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith,
longsuffering, charity, patience,
2Ti 3:11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium,
at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered
me.
2Ti 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution.

1Th 3:4 For truly, when we were with you, we told you before that we were going to
suffer affliction, as it also happened, even you know.
2Co 11:23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as beside myself,) I am more! I
have been in labors more abundantly, in stripes above measure, in prisons more, in
deaths many times.
2Co 11:24 Five times from the Jews I received forty stripes minus one.
2Co 11:25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was
shipwrecked. I have spent a night and a day in the deep.
2Co 11:26 I have been in travels often; in dangers from waters; in dangers from
robbers; in dangers from my race; in dangers from the heathen; in dangers in the
city; in dangers in the wilderness; in dangers on the sea; in dangers among false
brothers.
2Co 11:27 I have been in hardship and toil; often in watchings; in hunger and thirst;
often in fastings; in cold and nakedness;
2Co 11:28 besides the things outside conspiring against me daily, the care of all the
churches.
Heb 10:32Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when
you endured in a great conflict full of suffering.
Heb 10:33 Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at
other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated.
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Heb 10:34 You suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the
confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had
better and lasting possessions.
Heb 11:35 Women received their dead raised to life again, and others were tortured,
not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection.
Heb 11:36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings; yes, more, of
bonds and imprisonments.
Heb 11:37 They were stoned, they were sawed in two, were tempted, were slain
with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute,
afflicted, tormented.
2Co 12:8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.
2Co 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is
made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
2Co 12:10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.
Psa 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Joh 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In
the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
Mat 5:10 Blessed are they who have been persecuted for righteousness sake! For
theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.
Mat 5:11 Blessed are you when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall
say all kinds of evil against you falsely, for My sake.
Mat 5:12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for your reward in Heaven is great. For
so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Luk 6:22 Blessed are you when men shall hate you, and when they shall cut you off,
and when they shall reproach you and shall cast out your name as evil, for the sake
of the Son of Man.
Luk 6:23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy. For behold, your reward is great in
Heaven. For so their fathers did according to these things to the prophets.
1Pe 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you,
as though some strange thing happened unto you:
1Pe 4:13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when
his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.
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1Pe 4:14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of
glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part
he is glorified.
Isa 53:7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he
is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb,
so he openeth not his mouth.
Php 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
Php 2:6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
Php 2:7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men:
Php 2:8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
1Co 4:12 And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being
persecuted, we suffer it:
1Co 4:13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are
the offscouring of all things unto this day.
1Co 4:14 I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you.
Mat 5:43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and
hate thine enemy.
Mat 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good
to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute
you;
Act 7:59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.
Act 7:60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to
their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.
1Pe 2:19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief,
suffering wrongfully.
1Pe 2:20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it
patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is
acceptable with God.
1Pe 2:21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:
1Pe 2:22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:
1Pe 2:23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he
threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:
1Pe 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
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Joh 15:18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.
Joh 15:19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are
not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth
you.
Joh 15:20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than
his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept
my saying, they will keep yours also.
Joh 15:21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because
they know not him that sent me.
1Ch 29:15 For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers:
our days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding.
1Pe 1:16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
1Pe 1:17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth
according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:
Mat 10:32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess
also before my Father which is in heaven.
Mat 10:33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my
Father which is in heaven.
Mat 10:34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send
peace, but a sword.
Mat 10:35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.
Mat 10:36 And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.
Mat 10:37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he
that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
Mat 10:38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of
me.
Mat 10:39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake
shall find it.
Mat 24:8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.
Mat 24:9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye
shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.
1Pe 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
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1Pe 5:9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are
accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.
1Pe 5:10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you.
1Pe 5:11 To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Rev 1:9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the
word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.
Joh 16:1 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended.
Joh 16:2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.
Joh 16:3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the
Father, nor me.
Joh 16:4 But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may
remember that I told you of them. And these things I said not unto you at the
beginning, because I was with you.
Joh 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if
I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him
unto you.
Joh 16:8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment:
Joh 16:9 Of sin, because they believe not on me;
Joh 16:10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;
Joh 16:11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.
Joh 16:12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.
Joh 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
speak: and he will shew you things to come.
Mar 13:11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought
beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be
given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.
Mar 13:12 Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son;
and children shall rise up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to
death.
Mar 13:13 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall
endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
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Rev 2:9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know
the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue
of Satan.
Rev 2:10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall
cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten
days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
Rev 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death
2Co 1:8 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the
power may be of God, and not of us.
2Co 4:8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but
not in despair;
2Co 4:9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;
2Co 4:10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.
2Co 4:11 For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.
Heb 10:34 For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling
of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an
enduring substance.
Heb 10:35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence
of reward.
Heb 10:36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye
might receive the promise.
Heb 10:37 For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.
Heb 10:38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall
have no pleasure in him.
Heb 10:39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that
believe to the saving of the soul.

